The new genus Lambinonia Sérus. & Diederich is introduced for the lichenicolous hyphomycete Melanconium strigulae Elenkin & Woron. This species forms dark sporodochia on the surface or at the margin of the thalli, or extruding out of the perithecia and pycnidia of the foliicolous Strigula buxi, S. nemathora and S. nitidula. It is so far known from the western Caucasus (Georgia and Russia), southern Italy, Tenerife (Canary Islands), St-Lucia (West Indies), and Burundi and Rwanda in Africa. The new combination Lambinonia strigulae (Elenkin & Woron.) Sérus. & Diederich is introduced and a neotype collection is designated.
Introduction
Lichenicolous fungi are rather rare on foliicolous representatives of the genus Strigula and, when present, seem to maintain rather small populations which, with a few notable exceptions, hardly affect their hosts.
In his monograph on lichenicolous hyphomycetes, Hawksworth (1979) reported the following taxa: Ampullifera leonensis on Strigula smaragdula, Sessiliospora bicolor on S. nemathora, and Teratosperma anacardii and T. lichenicola on S. smaragdula. Matzer (1996) Roux & Sérusiaux (2004) for a detailed study of the status of S. buxi]. The epithet has been lost, except for two short mentions in Santesson (1952: 147) and Lawrey & Diederich (2003: 97) . D. L. Hawksworth (pers. comm.) 
(Figs 1-5)
Colonies lichenicolous, forming discrete sporodochia developing in the host perithecia, pycnidia or thallus margin or surface, protruding through the ostiole or erumpent from the thallus, with the fertile part entirely superficial when mature, roundish to elongate, applanate with a thin excipulum-like margin to strongly convex and immarginate, pale greyish to dark brown or almost black, matt, 120-360 100-220 m. Mycelium immersed, brownish just underneath the sporodochia, hyaline and indistinct below. Conidiophores yellowish to reddish brown, K+ darker (blackish ochraceous), smooth, 1·5-3 m thick. Conidiogenous cells almost hyaline to most frequently brown, 4-10 (-14) 1·5-2·5 m.
Conidia hyaline, smooth-walled, 2·5-4·5 1·5-2 m.
Etymology. The new genus is named after
Professor Jacques Lambinon, an eminent botanist working at the University of Liège, and the mentor of both authors.
Notes. The conidiomata of Lambinonia strigulae look very similar to basidiomata of some lichenicolous heterobasidiomycetes, and without microscopical examination they could easily be mistaken for a species of Tremella. Microscopically, they appear as a dense agglomeration of elongate, brown, branched conidiophores, and the surface of the conidiomata is covered by minuscule, hyaline, aseptate conidia, produced endogenously.
The species surely does not belong to Melanconium, a genus with brown conidia and a different conidiogenesis (Ellis & Ellis 1985; Kirk et al. 2001) . Two genera of hyphomycetes with sporodochial conidiomata and a similar conidiogenesis are described and illustrated by Ellis (1971 Melnik, pers. comm.) . We thus designate a neotype on the basis of a collection made in the same ecogeographical area and that is rather plentiful and welldeveloped. If the original collection eventually is found, it will be designated as a lectotype and will replace the neotype here designated.
Ecology and distribution.
With the data now at hand, Lambinonia strigulae is restricted to three foliicolous species of Strigula (S. buxi Chodat, S. nemathora Mont. and S. nitidula Mont.). We have not found it on any other species of the same genus, whether foliicolous or not. It can grow on the thallus surface, at the thallus margin, or starts its development inside pycnidia or perithecia and eventually produces its sporodochia out of them.
It seems to be very rare, except in the western Caucasus where it is now known from six localities. Hundreds of thalli of S. buxi and especially S. nitidula from western Europe and Macaronesia have been studied (Roux & Sérusiaux 2004) and only scanty collections with L. strigulae have been detected in two localities. Moreover, S. nitidula is a common pantropical species and no collections with the new genus were seen from tropical areas. Lambinonia strigulae has been found three times on the pantropical
